
Meet the WHRI Staff 
 
Neil Rowe Miller, Executive Director  

Neil has spent roughly half of his adult life overseas and 
half in North America. In Haiti, he and his wife, Kristi, worked 
under Mennonite Central Committee in an integrated rural 
development project. In northern Uganda, they were seconded to 
the Anglican church to help train clergy and lay leaders.  

They also lived in Michigan for ten years where Neil 
worked as a private consultant for grain farmers.  Two years ago, 
Neil moved to Waco and joined the farm staff. Kristi works as a 
nurse midwife, and they have two children, Emily and Jesse. In 
addition to farming, Neil enjoys playing music and 
woodworking.  

 
 
Dale Barron, Development Director  

Dale began working at World Hunger Relief in the fall of 
2000, raising support and awareness for its work. For the 
previous ten years, he was an administrator at the Methodist 
Children's Home in Waco; prior to that, he served as a social 
worker at M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston. 

Dale is an adjunct faculty member of Baylor University's 
School of Social Work, and a member of DaySpring Baptist 
Church in Waco. Originally from Athens, Greece, Dale moved to 
Waco in 1982. He is married to Lauren, a family medicine 
physician, and they have two sons: Luke (1997) and Samuel 
(2001). 

 
 
Matt Hess, Education Director  

Matt joined the WHRI staff in January 2006.  He is a 
certified teacher and was a long-time volunteer and friend of the 
farm.  Most recently he worked for an after school program at 
Connally Primary School.  Previously, Matt worked for the 
county Juvenile Justice Alternative Education School, where he 
taught Waco's troubled youth and developed a gardening program 
including vegetables, rabbits, and vermicomposting.  During this 
time he witnessed the amazing way that introducing students to 
plants and animals can help change their lives.   

Matt and his wife, Sarah, are members of Antioch 
Community Church, they have two daughters: Maya (2003) Nora 
(2006).  Sarah is a professional photographer.  

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
David Cole, Farm Manager  

 
David first came to WHRI as an intern in January 2006.  

He had recently graduated with a degree in agronomy from Texas 
A&M.  Upon his completion of the internship program David 
was hired as our Farm Manager. David feels called to participate 
in international missions someday and enjoys training others with 
similar callings. 

David and his wife, Stephanie, are members of Antioch 
Community Church; they have a son Toby (2005) and a daughter 
Elly (2007).  Stephanie is a full time mother.   David and his wife 
have been participating in youth ministry at a local prison since 
their arrival to Waco.   
 



 
 


